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service that is responsive, convenient, and
courteous, service that meets the expecta-
tions of consumers and taxpayers. Clever pro-
motions and deceptive pricing may generate
short-term profits in business. Promises
alone may gain brief support for Government
agencies and programs. But American con-
sumers and taxpayers aren’t easily deceived.
They expect quality service, and those who
cannot or do not provide it will ultimately
fail.

That is why I added the right to service
to the Consumer Bill of Rights. It is why we
have made the reinvention of government—
requiring more responsiveness and effi-
ciency—a keystone of my Administration. It
is why I issued an Executive Order that di-
rected all executive departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government to embark
upon a revolution to change the way they
do business and establish and implement
customer service standards that match or ex-
ceed the best in the private sector. And it
is why our policies continue to emphasize the
paramount importance of service excellence
to the success of our Nation, our economy,
and our efforts to compete in the global mar-
ketplace.

The goal of service excellence is not easy
to attain. Consumers must demand it, and
everyone in an organization, be it a business
or a government agency, must be committed
to it, both in everyday interactions and in
longer-term goals. Their ultimate success de-
pends on it.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 20
through October 26, 1996, as National Con-
sumers Week. I call upon government offi-
cials, industry leaders, and the people of the
United States to recognize the vital relation-
ship between our economy and our citizenry
and to support the right of all Americans to
excellence in products and services.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:47 a.m., October 22, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 23.

Remarks to the United Michigan
Clergy in Detroit
October 21, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Well, the bishop has prayed over us so well,
and my longtime friend Reverend Jones, who
shares my roots in Arkansas, has spoken with
such passion, and you’ve made Senator Levin
more energetic than I ever heard him before.
He’s on fire. [Laughter] And Mayor Archer
is on his way to becoming the world’s greatest
mayor. He did so well, I think I should quit
while I’m ahead. He was wonderful.

I want to thank all the religious leaders
behind me and all those in front of me. I
thank Senator Levin for being here, along
with the other Members of Congress who
are here: Congressman Conyers, Congress-
man Dingell, Congressman Levin. I’m not
sure if Congressman Bonior is here or not,
but if he’s not, you pretend like he’s here.
He’s been working for you in Washington
overtime. Our nominee for Congress, Caro-
lyn Cheeks Kilpatrick, thank you for being
here, Carolyn. Thank you, my good friend
Governor Blanchard, for being here.

I want to thank the people who performed
before I came out, Witness and the Craig
Brothers. And I want to thank the people
who did that remarkable and unique job of
our national anthem, Mr. Benjamin Pruitt
and Sister Nancy Bradley. Thank you. If she
had gone up one more ‘‘America,’’ I was
going to volunteer to withdraw from the cam-
paign and become her agent. [Laughter] It
was so amazing.

Ladies and gentlemen, we have a wonder-
ful array of people of faith here. We have
Christians who are Catholic and Protestant;
we have American Jews here; we have Amer-
ican Muslims here. And there is one person
I think I know would be here if his health
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permitted him to be, Father William
Cunningham, who does a brilliant job. You
all know him. And I’ve been to a lot of places
in my career in public service all across
America where people are keeping hope
alive and giving people a chance to make the
most of their God-given abilities. But the
work that Father Cunningham has done is
truly unique. And he’s had a pretty tough
time lately, and he’s doing a little better. But
I’d like to ask if we could each in our own
way just take a few seconds in a moment of
silent prayer for Father William Cunningham
and his health and God’s will.

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

The President. Amen.
Audience members. Amen.
The President. Let me say to all of you

how glad I am to be here. I thank the mayor
for mentioning the opportunity I had. I
thought it was an opportunity to give the Na-
tion’s highest civilian award, the Congres-
sional Medal of Freedom, to Rosa Parks. She
symbolized the empowerment that will come
to every American on election day.

And the mayor went through the issues,
and I think you know what the differences
are in the choices we face. So what I want
to say to all of you is that we’re going into
a big, different, brilliant new world. I was
just with the mayor and Wayne County Exec-
utive Ed McNamara out at the airport. We
were breaking ground on this new $1.6 bil-
lion project that will bring you 20,000 jobs
and companies from all over the world com-
ing here to the Detroit area to invest, putting
people to work. And I was thinking about
that on the one hand and then, on the other,
what has been done here by the businesses
in this area when Detroit won in a competi-
tion, fair and square, the right to become one
of our first six urban empowerment zones
and then put together $2 billion worth of pri-
vate commitments to invest in the city and
then in a matter of a couple of years cut the
unemployment rate by more than 50 percent
in this city—in just a matter of a couple of
years.

Those are the two great things I want you
to focus on. One is we’re going into a big
new world full of new possibilities, domi-

nated by technology, information, and the
raw speed of transfer of information, ideas,
money, technology, and people around the
world and across national borders. The sec-
ond is that if we want to make the most of
those developments, we’ve got to do a better
job of developing ourselves from the grass-
roots up. That’s what the Detroit
empowerment zone represents, making the
most of the human potential. The greatest
untapped economic market for America is
still the Americans that aren’t working up to
the fullest of their capacities, learning up to
the fullest of their capacities, or living up to
the fullest of their capacities. And the great
choice before us is whether we believe that
we have an obligation to work together to
make the most of this new world and to meet
the challenges that remain or whether we
would be better off sort of on our own or
with our own little crowd.

I do believe it takes a village to raise a
child, build a city, build a State, and build
a nation. And I do believe that we have to
build a bridge to the future that’s big and
strong enough for all of us to walk across
and that all of us will do better if everybody
has a chance to get on that bridge and go
right on across into that new century. That’s
what I believe.

When I became President, I told you when
I came here that I would give you an admin-
istration that looked like America but that
I would do my best not to give any person
a job for which they were not qualified. I
said I’d try to do both things. And it was
amazing to me that when I got to Washington
some of the people wrote about this as if
this was some strange and radical idea, some
crazy notion.

But all I know is, after 4 years, we’ve given
more women and people of color a chance
to serve in the Cabinet, on the Federal
bench, in high positions in the White House
and other places than any previous adminis-
tration—[applause]—than any previous ad-
ministration by far. And yet my nominees to
the Federal court have received the highest
ratings from the American Bar Association
of any President since the ratings system
began. You can have excellence and diversity;
you can have high standards and give every-
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body a chance to live up to those high stand-
ards.

I said that I would try to find ways for
everybody to participate in the bounty of
America. That’s what the empowerment
zones were all about. That’s why we’re setting
up community development banks all across
the country to make loans to people who nor-
mally can’t get loans. I’ve discovered—nearly
a decade ago now—a man by the name of
Mohammed Yunis who was educated in the
United States and went home to Ban-
gladesh—one of the poorest countries in the
world—who’s made loans through neighbor-
hood banks to over a million poor village
women to help them start enterprises in one
of the poorest countries in the world. And
he’s got a higher repayment rate than the
commercial banks do in the country. I fig-
ured if it was good enough for Bangladesh,
it ought to be good enough for Detroit and
Little Rock and every other place in the
country where people ought to be given a
chance to work.

And they’re working out there. They’re
working to give people a chance to tap into
the free enterprise system. We just put, for
the first time, $5 million of our campaign
funds, which we have to save and invest, in
minority banks, four leading minority owned
banks, two African-American and two His-
panic. Nobody had ever done that before.
I’ll bet you—I shouldn’t be gambling with
people of the cloth. [Laughter] Let me re-
phrase that. [Laughter] If I were a betting
man—[laughter]—I would bet that that
money will be cared for just as well and will
earn just as much interest for our campaign
as if we put it somewhere else. Meanwhile,
it can be invested in communities where peo-
ple really need the money to create jobs and
go to work.

So—and let me just mention one or two
other things. When I was confronted with
the question of what to do about affirmative
action, I said it may not please some of my
friends, but I don’t think all those programs
have worked the way they’re supposed to.
And we’re going to have to tighten the stand-
ards on some; we even got rid of one or two.
But the idea that there’s no more discrimina-
tion in this country and that there’s no more
burden that people bear, it seems to me

there’s no evidence to support that. And I
favor not quotas, not preferences for anybody
that’s unqualified, but I do favor making an
extra effort to give everybody a chance to
prove whether they’re qualified. And that’s
what this is about. And I might say that there
is an enormous amount of opinion of people
who run big business operations, many of
them in the other party, who have had the
same experiences I have, who have the same
position I do about this. We need to be bring-
ing the people together, not dividing.

One of the things I—because we have peo-
ple of different faiths in this room, I want
to say something else that I really have cared
a great deal about. One of the great honors
of my Presidency that many people didn’t
hear about because there wasn’t enough con-
troversy associated with it—[laughter]—was
to sign a bill called the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act. And let me tell you what
this bill did. This bill basically says that the
Federal Government cannot interfere with,
undermine, or weaken the practice of any-
body’s religion in the United States unless
there is some overwhelming reason for it and
the public interest cannot be protected in any
other way whatsoever. In other words, the
first amendment means what it says: We will
not interfere with the practice of the freedom
of religion. This has changed a lot of things
in America.

We—for example, in a white evangelical
church, a man had made his tithe payment
after he’d gone bankrupt, and the Govern-
ment was going to get the money back. And
we said, no, no, no, we signed a law; we’re
not taking that money back from that church;
they’ve got it.

For example, we have respected the reli-
gious practices that are the oldest in our
country, the practice of the Native Ameri-
cans, our Indian people, more than ever be-
fore. We have tried to bend over backwards
to respect the religious practices of Muslims
wherever they live in America, even if the
people involved are converts who happen to
be in our penal institutions. Everywhere we
have tried to work to say, the most important
amendment in the Constitution is the first
one: freedom of speech, freedom of associa-
tion, freedom of assembly, and freedom of
religion.
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So all these things—I think it made a dif-
ference to America. And that brings me to
the point I want to make most strongly. The
mayor has gone over most of our record and
there’s lots of other stuff that’s good, but he
did as good a job as I could. I’ll just leave
that alone. [Laughter]

There’s a big idea here. Do you believe
that we’re better off if we go forward to-
gether with mutual respect for each other,
with all of our diversity, or are we better off
having a fight every time we disagree with
somebody over something instead of saying,
‘‘If you share the values of the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights and the Declaration
of Independence, if you’re willing to respect
me even though I’m different from you, and
if you’re willing to show up for work tomor-
row and be a law-abiding citizen, that’s all
I need to know about you. You’re part of
my America. We’re going forward together
into the 21st century.’’ That’s what I think
our position ought to be.

Lest you get carried away here—this is not
a simple thing. This seems self-evident to
you. This is a big deal. Look at the world.
Look at how the world is convulsed by the—
how children, innocent children still being
killed on the brink of the 21st century be-
cause of tribal, ethnic, racial, and religious
differences around the world. Consider the
Holy Land, the home of the three great reli-
gions of the world who all believe we are
all created in the image of one God, our Cre-
ator, our Judge. How shall He judge us for
keeping on killing each other into the 21st
century because we’re different from some-
body else?

Some people said they thought I had over-
reacted when these churches were being
burned, when synagogues were being de-
faced with swastikas, when there was an Is-
lamic center destroyed in South Carolina.
Congressman Conyers went with me down
to South Carolina to see one of these church-
es that had been burned and then rebuilt.
And I said, no, I don’t think so, not just be-
cause churches have been burned in my re-
gion in my lifetime and we did this before
and it didn’t work out very well, but because
all over the world you see the logical conclu-
sion of human affairs if we define ourselves
primarily in terms of what we are not instead

of what we are. If we start looking at other
people and say, thank God I’m not them,
then it’s not very long before you say, well,
maybe God wants me to do away with them.
Is that right? [Applause] That’s right. You
think about it.

So in America we—there’s a connection,
a direct connection between this fundamen-
tal religious concept we’re talking about here,
whether we’re all the creatures of God and
all equal in the eyes of God, and the much
more secular event I just came from, dedicat-
ing that new airport. Why? Because this is
the only great democracy that’s got some-
body from everywhere. This county has near-
ly got somebody from everywhere in it.

When Hillary and Chelsea and I went to
open the Olympics and there were people
from 192 different groups there, national and
ethnic groups around the country—our big-
gest county, Los Angeles County, has people
from over 150 of those groups in one county.
And I’ll bet you’re over 100 here in Wayne
County.

So if you want to take the benefits of the
modern world, you have to embrace the val-
ues in their purest form of honoring other
people as equals in the eyes of God, if they
behave, treat you with respect, even if they
do things you think are dead wrong, if they
don’t break the law and they treat you with
respect and they’re part of our country.

This is very important. And that’s why I
have spent so much time on religious free-
dom, why I’ve spent so much time on this
church burning, why after the Oklahoma City
incident I tried—first of all, you remember,
there were all these people who said, oh, this
must be some terrorist attack from the Mid-
dle East. I said, don’t jump on those people;
there’s no evidence of that yet. And it turned
out to be a problem here at home.

And so I ask you all to think about that.
Yes, there are these issues. Yes, I believe I’m
right about family leave and our opponents
are wrong—the leaders of the Congress and
my opponent in the race. Yes, I think I’m
right about college loans and our opponents
are wrong. I believe all that. Yes, I think we
were right on the empowerment zones and
they were wrong to oppose us. Yes, I think
we were right on trying to prove you can
grow the economy and still clean up all these
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toxic waste sites in our cities and give our
kids safety, and they were wrong to oppose
it. I believe all that.

But you have to understand that under-
neath every one of those specific things there
is this—these big ideas. Are we going to treat
each other with respect and bring our coun-
try together and build one community and
say, thank you, God, for giving the United
States all this diversity on the brink of the
21st century? And if we do what is morally
right with this great challenge You’ve given
us—it’s challenging for all of us to get along.
It’s challenging for all of you in one family
to get along, and challenging to get every-
body in this church to get along. It’s a chal-
lenge. So you say, thank you, God, for giving
us this burden. If we can meet this challenge,
there is no country better positioned for the
21st century than the United States, because
it’s going to be a global society and we’ve
got somebody from everybody here already
—from everywhere.

So I say to you, when I talk about opening
the doors of college education to all or hook-
ing up every classroom in America to the in-
formation superhighway so that children will
be talking to each other in the poorest school
districts and the richest and the most middle
class in America—they’ll be talking to kids
halfway around the world in Africa and Asia
and the Middle East, in Europe, by E-mail
before you know it. We’ll have for the first
time in American history—all of our children
will have access to the same information in
the same time and the same way. All those
things—every one of these issues you have
to think about this is a way to let people live
up to the fullest of their God-given potential
and to live by our values.

And we have to live by our values and treat
each other with respect; otherwise, we can’t
take advantage of all this. The two things go
together. We can’t build that bridge to the
future unless we’re going to let everybody
walk over it. It won’t be strong enough.

And there’s so many things where you will
be called upon to meet those challenges; I
just want to mention two. One is we have
to do more to help families succeed at work
and at home. That’s what the Family and
Medical Leave Act was about. All of you will
know this, but let me just put it out there

anyway. The average American parent is
spending more time at work and less time
at home today than in 1969. People are work-
ing harder. That’s why I wanted the Family
and Medical Leave Act. That’s why I want
to expand it so people can go see their chil-
dren’s teacher or take their kids or their own
parents to the doctor without losing their
jobs—just a little expansion. I want to do
that.

But it’s also why we passed a law to say
new television sets have to have this V-chip
in it so a parent can determine what the chil-
dren are watching when they’re too young
to make their own judgment, so they
shouldn’t be exposed to things they shouldn’t
see.

And it’s why we’ve tried to protect our
children from the dangers of tobacco being
advertised to them. You know, 3,000 kids a
day start smoking in this country even though
it’s illegal, and 1,000 will die sooner because
of it. And it’s illegal to do. So, yes, I plead
guilty; we’re trying to stop those companies
from advertising, marketing, and distributing
tobacco in a way that inevitably goes to kids.
I think that’s good. We need to finish that
work.

It’s why we have supported the safe and
drug-free schools program, so there will be
somebody for our 10-year-olds in a uniform
standing in front of every class in the country,
and people can look up to him and say, well,
if they’re not getting it at home, at least they
ought to get it in school, somebody telling
these children these drugs are wrong, they
can kill you. They’re not just illegal, they’re
wrong and they can kill you.

And let me just say in that regard, I want
to ask you for your support about a specific
thing I recommended on Saturday. We have
a particularly troubling time because there’s
still too many of our children out there rais-
ing themselves. A lot of you know that better
than I do. And I am proud, as the mayor
said, that we’ve increased child support col-
lections by nearly 50 percent. We’re going
to increase it a lot more in the next 4 years.
But getting the check is not the same thing
as having mama and daddy at home talking
about right and wrong. It’s not the same
thing. It’s important, but it’s not the same
thing.
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Now consider this: The crime rate has
gone down in America for 4 years in a row.
The violent crime rate has gone down for
4 years in a row, but the juvenile murder
rate didn’t start going down until last year.
And the juvenile rate of violence didn’t start
going down until this year. Isn’t that awful?
Who would have ever believed that our kids
under 18 could be in worse shape when it
comes to violating the law than a lot of people
older?

The drug rates in this country—the
rates—casual drug use, marijuana use, and
cocaine use have all gone down substantially
in the last 4 years. But the rate of drug use
in our country among juveniles has gone up
substantially. I want to say—let me—let’s get
this clear: About 90 percent of our kids are
still drug-free, and they’re not experiment-
ing, they’re not doing anything wrong. But
still, 10 or 11 percent of the people fooling
around with drugs is terrifying. It’s terrifying.
And last weekend, I said one of the things
I think we ought to do is to say to our young
people, if you want to get a driver’s license,
we want you to pass a drug test. And if you
don’t pass it, you can’t have a driver’s license.
I think that’s important.

Now, I want to ask you—[applause]—I
want to ask you to support that because some
of our young people say, ‘‘Well, what’s that
old, cranky President doing that to me for?
I’d never think of doing that.’’ I want you
to ask the 90 percent of our kids who hadn’t
done anything wrong to take this on as a per-
sonal responsibility. They are—we are incon-
veniencing them to help us identify those
kids that are in trouble before it is too late.

And I hope you will support me from the
pulpit on this because this is important. We
cannot afford to have a country where all the
young adults—where people normally take
a lot of the risks in life—are getting smarter
about drugs, and the juveniles, the kids under
18, are still getting dumber about drugs. We
have to do something about it. So that’s one
idea we have I hope you’ll support.

The other specific thing I want to ask you
for is this: I am proud of the fact that because
of the strength of our economy, that we all
did together, and because of special work I’ve
done with States and communities around
the country, the welfare rolls have almost 2

million fewer people on them than the day
I became President—people moving from
welfare to work. I’m proud of that.

Now, there has been a lot of controversy
about this welfare reform law I signed, but
I want to just ask you to think with me for
about 2 minutes about that. Let me tell you
what the law says. The law says the National
Government will continue to guarantee to
poor families and little children medical care
and food and if the parent, the mother goes
to work, more child care than ever. The
money that used to be in the welfare check
itself, which is part Federal and part State—
it used to go out every month in the check—
that money will now go to the States, and
the States and the communities will have 2
years to figure out how to turn the welfare
check into a paycheck for able-bodied peo-
ple. That is a good and honorable thing to
do. But we can only do it if there is a job
there to earn a paycheck from.

So to me this is not a matter of rhetoric.
I want to take poverty out of politics. I want
poor people to be treated like other people.
And to do that, we’ve got to take it out of
politics. And to do that, we have to develop
community- and neighborhood-based pro-
grams to treat people like individuals and
families like individual families with dignity.

Now, let me give you an example of what
can be done. And I want every one of you
to think about whether your church, your
synagogue, your mosque, your Islamic center
could participate in this. Under the law now,
it is now legal for every State in the country
to say to any employer, including a religious
institution, if you will add one person to your
work force and you will pay them something
about the minimum wage and guarantee
them a job for a while, you can have their
welfare check as a wage supplement.

In addition to that, I’m going to offer to
the Congress a special targeted tax cut for
people to hire people off welfare. Now, con-
sider this. A welfare check on average in most
States for a family of three is worth about—
I don’t know—three bucks an hour. If some-
body gets hired at $7.50 an hour, $8 an hour
or whatever, the employer gets the check as
a subsidy to take people and train them and
care about their children and end the phys-
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ical isolation that happens to people who get
trapped without opportunity.

But don’t kid yourself; this law will be a
flop if the rest of us don’t do our responsibil-
ity. All the people that criticized me for sign-
ing this bill, if we do a lousy job they’ll be
right, because poor people will be worse off
after the bill than before. The problem is be-
fore, we tried it that way and half the people
were always stuck. So there was a limit to
how much good we could do before, and the
real value of these monthly checks is much
lower than it was 20 years ago.

Now we’ve got a chance to take the politics
out of poverty, to make it into a people prob-
lem and a challenge, and the new system will
literally permit every business person in the
country, every nonprofit employer in the
country, every religious institution in the
country to get one family and say, ‘‘You’re
mine.’’ And then if the State has got any
sense at all, they would do this, every State,
to give the communities the power to say,
‘‘Here’s the check. It’s a supplement. We’re
going to pay you to prove that this person
and her children can be just like everybody
else in life if they get the right kind of help.’’
And I ask you, I want you to help me do
that. Will you think about helping me do
that? Will you prove that we can give poor
people another chance? Will you help us do
that? [Applause]

The last thing I want to say is this: If you
don’t show up November 5th, all this is a
highly academic conversation. I have worked
as hard as I could to show the American peo-
ple—whenever I go to a big rally—I don’t
know if you’ve ever seen them on tele-
vision—I am always introduced by a citizen
who has done something related to some-
thing I’m working on in Washington, because
I want people like the folks that show up
with you every week to see the connection
between what we do in Washington—Sen-
ator Levin and I and these Members of Con-
gress—and what you do here. That’s what
I want. And I’m just saying, anything you can
do to increase that voter turnout, you ought
to do. We talk a lot about politicians’ respon-
sibility; voting is the citizens’ responsibility.
That’s the price you pay for democracy.

And I will end with this story. I was in
Cleveland before I came here today—a great
American city. And I drove by a church—
just by total accident, it wasn’t planned—I
drove by a church that 4 years ago, about
this time, I was in. And the pastor, a great
American pastor—a lot of you know him—
his name is Otis Moss, a great American
preacher. And Otis Moss was talking to the
flock that night, and he said, ‘‘A lot of you
don’t think you ought to vote.’’ He said, ‘‘Let
me tell you a story.’’ He said, ‘‘I grew up
in the South when we weren’t allowed to
vote. And finally, after people going to jail,
and people going to court, and Congress
passing laws, my daddy got the right to vote.
And he walked 10 miles to the polling place.
And those people looked at him, and they’d
say, ‘I’m sorry, Mr. Moss, you’re at the wrong
polling place. You got to go someplace else.’
And he said he had to walk 4 or 5 miles to
the next polling place. And he said when he
got there, they said, ‘I’m sorry, Mr. Moss,
the polls are closed.’ He said he’d been wait-
ing all his life to vote.’’ He said, ‘‘The first
time my daughter was old enough to vote,
I took her to the polling place and we both
got into the place at the same time and we
closed the machines.’’ And he said, ‘‘Before
I could vote, I put my ear up next to my
voting booth and I listened to my daughter
vote, and I thought about my daddy walking
all those miles all those years.’’ He said, ‘‘No-
body in my family has ever missed a vote.’’

And so I ask you to think about that bright
new day that’s out there before us and the
many, many miles people walked without the
right to have a say about that new day, and
do everything you can with everybody you
know to make sure that on November 5th
we build that bridge to the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. at the
Cobo Center. In his remarks, he referred to Rev.
Odell Jones, pastor, Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church; Mayor Dennis W. Archer; James J. Blan-
chard, former Governor of Michigan; Father Wil-
liam Cunningham, director, Project Hope; and
civil rights activist Rosa Parks.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Colombian Narcotics
Traffickers
October 21, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments since my report of April 23, 1996,
concerning the national emergency with re-
spect to significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia that was declared in Exec-
utive Order 12978 of October 21, 1995. This
report is submitted pursuant to section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

1. On October 21, 1995, I signed Execu-
tive Order 12978, ‘‘Blocking Assets and Pro-
hibiting Transactions with Significant Nar-
cotics Traffickers’’ (the ‘‘Order’’) (60 Fed.
Reg. 54579, October 24, 1995). The Order
blocks all property subject to U.S. jurisdic-
tion in which there is any interest of four
significant foreign narcotics traffickers who
are principals in the so-called Cali drug cartel
centered in Colombia. They are listed in the
Annex to the Order. The Order also blocks
the property and interests in property of for-
eign persons determined by the Secretary of
the Treasury, in consultation with the Attor-
ney General and the Secretary of State, (a)
to play a significant role in international nar-
cotics trafficking centered in Colombia or (b)
to materially assist in or provide financial or
technological support for, or goods or serv-
ices in support of, the narcotics trafficking
activities of persons designated in or pursu-
ant to the Order. In addition the Order
blocks all property and interests in property
subject to U.S. jurisdiction of persons deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Attorney General and
the Secretary of State, to be owned or con-
trolled by, or to act for or on behalf of, per-
sons designated in or pursuant to the Order
(collectively ‘‘Specially Designated Narcotics
Traffickers’’ or (SDNTs)).

The Order further prohibits any trans-
action or dealing by a United States person
or within the United States in property or
interests in property of SDNTs, and any
transaction that evades or avoids, has the pur-

pose of evading or avoiding, or attempts to
violate, the prohibitions contained in the
Order.

Designations of foreign persons blocked
pursuant to the Order are effective upon the
date of determination by the Director of the
Department of the Treasury’s Office of For-
eign Assets Control (OFAC) acting under au-
thority delegated by the Secretary of the
Treasury. Public notice of blocking is effec-
tive upon the date of filing with the Federal
Register, or upon prior actual notice.

2. On October 24, 1995, the Department
of the Treasury issued a notice containing
76 additional names of persons determined
to meet the criteria set forth in Executive
Order 12978 (60 Fed. Reg. 54582–84, Octo-
ber 24, 1995).

The Department of the Treasury issued
another notice adding the names of one addi-
tional entity and three additional individuals,
as well as expanded information regarding
addresses and pseudonyms, to the List of
SDNTs on November 29, 1995 (60 Fed. Reg.
61288–89).

3. On March 8, 1996, OFAC published a
notice in the Federal Register adding the
names of 138 additional individuals and 60
entities designated pursuant to the Order,
and revising information for 8 individuals on
the list of blocked persons contained in the
notices published on November 29, 1995,
and October 24, 1995 (61 Fed. Reg. 9523–
28). The OFAC, in coordination with the At-
torney General and the Secretary of State,
is continuing to expand the list of Specially
Designated Narcotics Traffickers, including
both organizations and individuals, as addi-
tional information is developed.

4. Since my last report, OFAC has issued
498 alert letters to businesses in Colombia
that are known to have had some form of
pre-sanctions business or financial relation-
ships with entities identified as SDNTs of the
Cali drug cartel. These letters urge the Co-
lombian companies to sever any business or
financial relationships they have with the
SDNTs.

5. A task force operating under OFAC’s
direction and staffed with personnel detailed
from the Department of Justice and other
Federal agencies has been established in the
U.S. Embassy in Bogota to enhance OFAC’s
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